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education@tadatheater.co  

 

www.tadatheater.com  
 

Award-winning  

Musical Theater Shows, 

Classes & Camps.  

Celebrating  

25 Years! 

 

  

  

  
TADA! Youth Theaterõs goal is to 

provide every interested child in 

the New York metropolitan area, 

regardless of socio-economic 

status, race or ethnicity, an 

affordable way to experience 

the joy of musical theater.  Since 

1984, TADA! has given young 

people the opportunity to 

explore and perform theater 

together in an educational, 

supportive and professional 

environment, while developing 

self-esteem, teamwork, and 

positive communication skills. 

TADA! Youth Theater  

Using this Study Guide  
This study guide is a practical, hands-on resource for teachers 

and group leaders, which contains background information 

related to the production and curriculum-based exercises. The 

research, discussion, and interactive activities are organized so 

that they can be used independently or interdependently 

according to the age level and time availability.  The contents 

of this guide may be explored before and after attending òTHE 

MAGIC POT: Three Tales From China.ó   

       

   

  

 
Each year, TADA! produces three 

original musical theater 

productions with tickets starting 

at $8 for all children; free pre-

professional training and youth 

development opportunities 

through our Resident Youth 

Ensemble; and theater classes for 

kids of all ages taught by 

professional teaching artists both 

on-site (for which need-based 

scholarships are readily available) 

and at schools and local 

community centers throughout 

the area.  

 
 

  

Commissioned 

with the 

Stepping Stone 

Theatre For Youth 

Development in 

St. Paul, 

Minnesota.  

mailto:education@tadatheater.co
http://www.tadatheater.com/
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MAKE THE MOST OF YOUR VISIT AT TADA!  

 
Please take time to review our Tips on Theat er Etiquette  with your group.  

 

 

1. Laugh, cry, and sigh ð but donõt talk. You hear the actors, they hear 

you.  Any reaction that comes from your experience of the play 

supports the performance.  

 

2. Please enjoy food, beverages, and gum in the lobby ð not the theater 

ð and please put any garbage and gum in the garbage cans before 

the show.  

Note : Actors will hear if youõre unwrapping throat lozenges or hard 

candy.  Please unwrap lozenges/candy before or after the show ð  

not during the performance.  

 

3. Please silence all phones, ipods, gaming devices and anything else 

that might make noise during the show.  Then be sure to text or talk to 

your friends after the performance to tell them how much you liked it! 

   

4. Be nice to the ushers; they may be famous one day!  

 

5. Photographs (with or without flash ð and even on your phones) as well 

as the recording of the show are not allowed.  Recording the show is 

distracting and potentially dangerous to the actors as well as your 

fellow audience members.  Additionally, recording is prohibited to 

protect the artistic work that went into making the show.   

 

 

Tips for Teachers  and Group Lea ders : 

 Arrive at least 30 minutes early.  

 Assign one chaperone for every fifteen students and ask your 

chaperones to disperse themselves amongst the student group to 

help support best behavior.     

 

 

We want to extend a sincere thank you to all teachers and group leaders  

who bring their kids to TADA! Youth Theater. We greatly appreciate you 

supporting theater and arts education. 
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THE MAGIC POT:  

Three Tales From China  
 

A family musical about ancient 

tales with a new twist.   

A young girl finds herself in the 

middle of ancient tales, and her 

own extraordinary adventure, 

that teach her about life, 

honesty, and true happiness. 

 

About THE MAGIC POT: Three Tales From China 

A: Commissioning a musical means a theater company hires writers ð the lyricist, librettist, and 

composer ð to develop and write a play or musical in order to make an already existing idea or 

concept become fully realized. For òTHE MAGIC POT: Three Tales From China,ó the lyricist, librettist, 

and composer is one person [Dane Stauffer] but for other works, these three roles can be separate 

people. TADA! co-commissioned this musical because Richard Hitchler, the Artistic Director of the 

SteppingStone Theater For Youth Development, and I wanted to commission a piece together 

because both theater companies share similar missions. After Richard presented the idea of these 

three Chinese tales, we began to talk to Dane about the needs of both theaters and goals for the 

piece. Throughout the writing process, both Richard and I have had consistent input with Dane 

into the shaping of the musical ð itõs been a three-way process.  

 

Q: Whatõs involved in commissioning a new work?  

A: A lot of back and forth communication between the writers and the theater as the work is 

being created. Itõs very important to keep lines of communication clear and open to ensure that 

everyone agrees with whatõs being developed.  

 

Q: Why did TADA! Youth Theater commission this new musical? 

A:  Itõs TADA!õs mission to commission and develop one or two new, original musicals each year.  

All of TADA!õs productions are performed by kids for family audiences. The project of THE MAGIC 

POT was a good match to our mission and weõre thrilled to have it be developed in partnership 

with Steppingstone Theater For Youth Development.  

 

Q: Whatõs your vision for this production? 

A:  The three stories are honest and true; itõs important to maintain their simplicity. Itõs a coming of 

age story: from young girl to teenager, and weõve integrated the idea that THE MAGIC POT is 

about a journey and that journeys are often circular and continuous. Who you are changes as you 

grow and blossom into who you will be. Although there are Asian influences in our production, it is 

multi-cultural in nature and is universal. What is explored and learned throughout the story applies 

to everyone. Itõs about learning who you are and what you can give to the world.  

 

Q: Who would you suggest as the ideal audience for this show? 

A:  Iõd say five years and up. The production has a lot of music, dancing, and is visually beautiful 

with lots of props.  

 

Q: What do you find most interesting about this new musical? 

A: Itõs not a typical TADA! Musical Theater piece. It uses a different writing style, production 

numbers, and music than weõre used to. Itõs more culturally-based.  

  

Dates: July 9 ð August 4, 2010 
Running Time: approx. 60 min. 

Commissioned with the 

SteppingStone Theatre For Youth 

Development in St. Paul, Minnesota. 

Book , music & lyrics by Dane Stauffer  

Director: Janine Nina Trevens 

Choreographer: Joanna Greer 

Music Director: Jim Colleran 

Set & Lighting Designer: Steve OõShea 

Costume Designer: Keiko Obremski 

  

  

Janine Nina Trevens talks about  
THE MAGIC POT: Three Tales From China 

 Q: THE MAGIC POT is a new musical for TADA! and has been co-

commissioned with the SteppingStone Theater in St. Paul, MN.  What does it 

mean to commission a musical?   

 

 



 4 

 

 
.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

THE MAGIC POT Study Guide for Kids / Page 4 of 22 

 
Did You Know?  

 

  

 The definitions for the 

underlined words found in 

the interview on p. 3 are 

below:  
 

Musical: A theater performance 

that tells the story through 

acting, singing and dancing.   

 

Lyricist: A person  who writes  

the words of songs. 

 

Librettist: A person who writes 

the text of a musical work such 

as an opera or a musical. 

 

Composer:  A person who writes 

the music (i.e., the score) for a 

musical work such as a musical, 

opera, or symphony.  

 

Artistic Director: A person who is 

responsible for an arts 

organization such as a theater, 

ballet company, or opera 

house and makes decisions 

about what shows will be 

produced.  

 

Commission: To ask someone to 

create something for you based 

on an existing idea. 

 

Props: a piece of furniture or 

other article used for a 

theatrical presentation or the 

like; stage property. 

 

Production Numbers: A 

specialty number or routine, 

usually performed by the entire 

cast consisting of musicians, 

singers, dancers, as well as 

ensemble and lead actors of a 

musical, vaudeville show, or the 

like.  

 

 

 

 

 

  

TADA! Youth Theaterõs 

production of THE MAGIC POT 

centers on three folktales from 

China.  

 

Folktales from China started long 

ago as stories that people told to 

each other. These stories were 

generally not written down until 

much later and many still exist 

today after surviving thousands 

of years throughout Chinese 

history. These folktales usually 

convey a moral or lesson. Often, 

they are short, have a simple 

plot, can be told in just a few 

minutes, and they combine 

history as well as mythology. 

Today, many of these folktales 

have survived as a short proverb 

and are widely used and 

understood in the Chinese 

language. 

 
The significance of Chinese 

folktales is the display of Chinese 

values. Some of these common 

themes are: the triumph of 

justice over injustice; the 

supremacy of wisdom over sheer 

physical strength; and examples 

of cleverness or resourcefulness.  

These are all important Chinese 

values, which are passed from 

one generation to the next 

through the telling of folktales. 

 

 

Teacher of the Teachers  

( ) 

Confucius  is a respected 

Chinese philosopher ð a Teacher 

of the Teachers ð who founded 

Confucianism. He was born on 

September 28, 551 BC and lived 

to the age of 72.  Confucius 

started his teaching career at 

the age of 20. Over 3000 

students followed him and 72 

became top ranking 

Government Officials serving 

under the Chinese Emperor.  He 

wrote many books, which have 

been translated into various 

languages such as English, 

French, Latin, and Japanese.  

These books are being studied in 

Universities all over the world and 

include a complex system of 

moral, social, political, 

philosophical, and religious 

thought that has had 

tremendous influence on the 

culture and history of East Asia 

such as mainland China, Taiwan, 

Korea, and Vietnam.   

In Confucianism, human beings 

are teachable, improvable and 

perfectible through personal 

and communal endeavor. A 

main idea of Confucianism is the 

cultivation of virtue and the 

development of moral 

perfection. 

Confuciusõs teachings have 

come down to us as a collection 

of short sayings. World leaders 

and professors always use 

Confuciusõs quotes in speeches.   

Some quotable quotes of   
the òConfucius Saidéó  

 

òIt is not possible for one to 

teach others, who cannot 

teach his own family.ó  
 

òWe don't know yet about 

life, how can we know 

about death?ó  

 
òTo be able to, under all 

circumstances, practice 

five things constitutes 

perfect virtue; these five 

things are gravity, 

generosity of soul, sincerity, 

earnestness and kindness. ò 

 

Confucius saidé òThe superior man 
is modest in his speech but exceeds 

in his actions.ó  
 

òThe good man does not grieve that 

other people do not recognize his 

merits. His only anxiety is lest he 

should fail to recognize theirs. ò 
 

òIf you enjoy what you do, you'll 

never work another day in your life.ó  
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ATOM (ae  tϸm) Anything extremely small, a tiny bit 

BIDDING (bI dIng)  A demand that something be done; a command 

BROW (braU)  A facial expression 

BUD (buhd)  A small projection on a plant, from which a cluster of leaves, or flower develops 

CANDIDATE(kaen  dih  deIt ) A person who seeks or is nominated for an office, prize, or honor 

CHAOS (keI as) A state of extreme confusion and disorder 

CHARADE (chϸ reId)  An act performed without sincerity 

COMMENCE  (kЈ mens)  To begin; start. 

CONTEMPLATE  Look at thoughtfully; observe deep in thought 

CONTEST(kan test)  An occasion in which a winner is selected from two or more people 

CONTRAPTIONS  A mechanical device; a gadget 

COSMOS(kaz mЈs) The universe: everything that exists anywhere 

COURAGE (kuh rihj)  The ability to face fear or danger; bravery 

COWER (kaU Јr) To cringe in fear 

DEDICATE (de d Ј keIt)  To commit (oneself) to a particular course of thought or action 

DESPISE (dih spaIz)  To dislike intensely; loathe 

DIVINE (dih vain)  Having to do with a god or gods 

DORMANT (dor m Јnt) Inactive, asleep, suspended 

DRAFT (draeft)  A drawing or design of something to be built 

DUD (duhd)  Flop; someone or something that is unsuccessful 

DUTY (du ti)  Something that a person should do because it is right or fair 

EMPEROR/EMPRESS  The male or female ruler of an empire 

ENEMIES (e nЈ mi)  One who hates or wants to harm another 

ENTERTAINING  Amusing 

ENVY (en vi)  A feeling of wanting what someone else has 

FAME (feIm)  Being well known or respected by a large number of people 

FOILED (foIl)  To prevent (a person, plan, etc) from succeeding 

FRAIL (freIl)  Weak or sickly 

GADGETS (gae jiht)  A small tool or device with a clever design or unusual use 

GERMINATE (juhr mih neIt)  To start or cause to start growth; sprout 

GLOAT (glot)  To feel or show great pride, often when someone else fails 

GRAND (graend)  Splendid in size or appearance  

GREEN-THUMBED Having a special skill to make plants grow well 

HAIL (heIl)  To welcome or greet 

HARMONIZE (har mЈ naIz)  To bring to agreement or unity 

HONOR (a nЈr) High public value or respect 

ILLUMINATION  The state of being full of knowledge, enlightened 

INN (n)  A small hotel for people who are travelling 

INNOVATION  A new idea, product, or way to do something 

INSPIRES (ihn spaIr)  To cause, urge, stimulate, or influence to do 

INVADED (ihn veId)  To enter as an enemy, by force, in order to conquer or plunder 

INVENTIONS(ihn ven shЈn)   Something made for the first time; the result of inventing 

Say What?   

(A Glossary of selected terms from THE MAGIC POT) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(A Glossary of selected terms from B.O.T.C.H.) 

 
 

(A Glossary of selected terms from B.O.T.C.H.) 
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LOTUS FLOWER (lo tЈs) A kind of flowering plant that lives in the water 

LUSH (luhsh) Growing thick and healthy 

MILKY  WAY (mIl ki weI)  The galaxy that contains the earth, the sun, and the solar system 

MOCK  (mak)  To make fun of in a mean way 

OBSERVATORY A building that has equipment for studying the sun, moon, planets, and stars 

ORNATE (or neIt)  Having a lot of decoration; fancy 

OPPORTUNITY  A chance for a better situation 

PALACES (pae lihs)  The official home of a king, queen, or other head of state 

PREPARATIONS  The act of getting something ready 

PRIDE (praId)  An inborn feeling of self worth 

PRIME  MINISTER The chief minister and head of a government with a parliament 

PROCLAMATION Something said for the public to hear 

PROSPERITY(pra spe rih ti)  The state of being wealthy and successful  

PROTECT (pras pekt)  To defend or keep safe; shield from danger or harm 

PURITY(pyuh rih ti)  The state or quality of being without sin or guilt 

QUEST (kwest)  A search or pursuit 

REPUTATION The level of respect with which a person is thought of by others 

SHAME (sheIm)  A painful feeling caused by knowing that you have done something wrong 

SNUBBED (snuhb)  To ignore as a way to show dislike or contempt 

SOCIAL BALL  A large party where there is formal dancing 

SOLUTION (sЈ lu shЈn)  An answer to or explanation of a question 

SPROUT (spraUt)  To start to grow 

STALLING (stawl ing)  To delay or cause to go forward only slightly 

STRATEGIZE (strńt'Ј-jƩz') To come up with a plan to achieve a certain goal or effect 

SUCCESS (sЈk ses) A person or thing that does or goes well 

SUCCESSOR (sЈk se sЈr) A person or thing that comes after or follows another 

SWOONED (swun)  To lose consciousness, faint. 

SYMMETRY(sI mЈ tri) A state in which both sides of something are balanced 

SYNERGY (sI nЈr ji) The combined action of two or more things 

TECHNOLOGY(tek na l Ј ji) 

Inventions and methods of solving problems that come from the practical 

applications of science and industry 

TELESCOPES (te lЈ skop)  An instrument that uses lenses to make distant objects seem larger 

TOIL (toil)  Long or difficult work 

UNFURLED (uhn fuhrl)  To unroll or spread out 

UNVEIL (uhn veil)  To make known, disclose 

VENTURED (ven ch Јr) To travel in a brave or daring manner 

VICTORY (vIk tЈ ri) Success in a fight against something difficult 

WEARY (wi ri) Tired in body or mind 

WISDOM (wIz dЈm)  Good judgment and understanding of what is true and good 

WOES (wo)  Great suffering or sorrow 

Quote from the scripté 
Chaun: Sometimes you must follow the heart of wisdom, even when the crowd says otherwise. 

(Sc. 16, THE MAGIC POT) 
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Name:________________________ 

 

Date:________________________ 

 

 

THE MAGIC POT: Three Tales From China 

Crossword Puzzle  

  
  

Across:  Down:  

2 - The prize of Chuanõs test is to become 

the new _______. 

5 - Complete the quote: òThe more I get 

the more I ____!ó 

7 - Complete the quote: òIõm not gloating 

itõs just ____!" 

8 - Which of the following was not a virtue 

Mei Lin and her friends considered: 

Money, Technology, Beauty, Friendship, 

Might, Intelligence? 

 

1 - What is another word for the journey 

Mei Lin and her friends go on? 

3 - To become Emperor, Mei Lin and her 

friends must find the greatest _____. 

4 - Chuan was known for having the finest 

______ around. 

6 - In the end, Mei Lin discovers that the 

greatest power of all is ____. 

9 - Cho gave Chuan a _____ flower as an 

apology for her teasing. 

 

 

 
1  

2  3  

4  

5  

6  

7  

8  9  
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THE MAGIC POT: Three Tales From China 

Crossword Puzzle Solution  

 

 

  

 

Q  

U  

E  M  P  E  R  O  R  

G  S  O  

W  A  N  T  W  

R  E  L  

D  T  R  U  E  I  

E  F  

I  N  T  E  L  L  I  G  E  N  C  E  

O  

T  

U  

S  
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A Brief Summary for Teachers  and Group Leaders  on  

THE MAGIC POT: THREE TALES FROM CHINA 

 

òTHE MAGIC POT: Three Tales From Chinaó includes three Chinese tales, 

which have been woven into one.  These tales are: 

The Greatest Power (Tale #1) 

The Empty Pot (Tale #2) 

The Magic Pillow (Tale #3) 

 

The central crux of the story: Youth are given a quest to prove who the wisest 

child in the land is.  The child who is deemed the wisest shall be named Prime 

Minister.  

 

òTHE MAGIC POT: Three Tales From Chinaó centers on a quest to discover 

what is the greatest power in the world. 

 

Quest Clue:  

Town Crier: òWho knows this power would know the greatest peace. 

  Whoever can see the unseen and know the unknown, 

  Who can teach this harmony abroad and at home 

  Is the wisest in the land, and shall be Prime Minister!ó  

 

   

The following activities in this Study Guide For Kids focus on three associated 

themes: 

 
1) CHINESE FOLKTALES & THEIR LESSONS 

2) POWER 

3) TRUST & TRANSFORMATION   
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Theme 1: FOLKTALES AND THEIR LESSONS 

 

Research & Discussion in groups of 2 

Read the Aesopõs well-known fable, The Tortoise and the Hare  ð a famous tale about a hare 

who ridicules a slow-moving tortoise. In response, the tortoise challenges his swift mocker to a 

race. The hare soon leaves the tortoise far behind and, confident of winning, he decides to 

take a nap midway through the course. When he awakes, however, he finds that his 

competitor, crawling slowly but steadily, has already won the race.  
ü How does this fable relate to Mei Linõs journey and the story of òTHE MAGIC POT: 

Three Tales From Chinaó?  

 

Research on your own 
ü Using the Internet or another literary source, define the word adage.  

 

Activity in groups of 3-5 

The story of THE MAGIC POT touches on some commonly known adages that support and 

challenge our social attitudes of today.  These social lessons are common in Chinese 

literature (for more information on Chinese literature, see p. 4 of this study guide).  

 

Common adages (or sayings) that relate to òThe Magic Pot: Three Tales From China.ó 

Adage  Do you agree?  

Write yes or no.  

Do you disagree? 

Write yes or no.  

Explain why?  

Respect your elders.    

With experience comes 

wisdom. 

   

Toil the soil.    

What you reap is what you 

sow. 

   

What you sow you will reap.    

The early bird catches the 

worm. 

   

If you snooze, you lose.    

No pain, no gain.    

The more you get, the more 

you want. 

   

 

  

 

 CLASSROOM ACTIVITIES 

 
 Focus: 

 World Culture, Creative Writing and Language Arts, Theater, Artistic and Creative Expression 

 

 Related Subjects:  

 Geography / Social Studies / Social Sciences / Behavior & Life Skills  

 

 Level:  

 Elementary School (and higher) 
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ü What adage or common saying comes to mind when reading the following three 

quotes from scene 14 of òThe Magic Pot: Three Tales From Chinaó? 

Quote 1: òBefore the sun rises is the darkest hour.  Thatõs when you see heavenõs 

power.ó 

Quote 2: òWhen you stop looking, the answer appears!ó 

Quote 3: òAnd when I am quiet, I see clearly.ó 
ü Write on a piece of paper 3-5 adages that relate to the three quotes above. 

ü As a class, share, compare, and contrast your ideas. 

 

Discussion in groups of 3 
ü What are folktales?  

ü What are some examples of folktales?  

ü What are the characteristics of folktales?  

ü What do folktales tell us about people?  

ü As a class, share, compare, and contrast answers.  

 

Research in groups of 2 
ü Using the Internet or another literary source, (e.g., p. 4 of this study guide) learn more 

about Chinese folktales. 

Activity as an entire class             

Read the following folktale. 

The Old Man and the Golden Fish  

                                              A Traditional Chinese Folktale  

 

There was once an old man who liked fishing. He always fished in a lake, which was near his 

house. One day, the old man brought his fishing rod and fishing tackle and went out to the 

lake to fish after he had eaten his dinner.  

 

When he reached the lake, the sky was becoming dark. There was a boat beside the lake. 

The old man used the boat and rowed to the center of the lake. He began fishing in the 

center of the lake. After a while, he fell asleep.  

 

Suddenly, the old man woke up as his fishing rod was shaking. The old man pulled up the 

fishing rod and caught a fish. To his surprise, it was a golden fish.  

Even more surprising, it could talk to the old man. "Can you let me go, please?" The fish 

begged the old man. "No, I am going to eat you," The old man said. "Please! Let me go. If 

you let me go, I will give a golden rope," the fish said. "Golden rope? Is that true? How can I 

trust you?" the old man asked. "You can put your fishing rod into the lake and a few minutes 

after, you are going to get the golden rope, " said the fish. The old man listened to the fish 

and put the fishing rod in to the lake. After he pulled up the fishing rod, he saw a golden 

rope attached to the fishing line. The golden rope must be very long the old man thought 

because he could not see the end of the golden rope. The man was very happy and he 

continued to pull up the golden rope. "Let me go now that you have the golden rope," said 

the fish. "No, I won't let you go. I am going to sell you. I think someone will pay a very high 

price to get you." The old man said. The man then put the fish into a container, which was full 

of water and continued to up the golden rope.  

 

As the man pulled up the golden rope, his boat began to sink into the lake but he was too 

greedy and still wanted to get all of the golden rope. He continued to pull it. Finally, his boat 

sank completely into the lake, and the old man died. 
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ü Discuss the various elements of the folktale.  

Teacher Tip : In this story, an old fisherman receives something wonderful, but then his 

greed for more good things leads to grief. 

ü After reviewing the elements of a folktale, brainstorm some values and traditions that 

are important to your class, family or culture.  

ü Using the story map on p. 11, write down your own ideas about a new, original 

folktale.   

ü Use the images below and the story map on the following page to generate and 

organize your ideas and main points to the story. 
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Name: ________________________  

FOLKTALE STORY MAP 

  

Name of Tale:   ______________________________________________________________________ 

   

Main Characters  with short description  

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________   

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Secondary Characters with short description  

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

The Setting  

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

      

Problem/Solutions    

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Conclusion/Outcome    

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

  

Moral, lesson, or valu e   

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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ü    After completing the story map, write your folktale in long form.  If time permits, 

include pictures into your folktale (either scanned, downloaded, or drawn). 

ü As a class, read completed folktales out loud as a group or by having individuals 

read his/her own folktale.  

ü As a class, share, compare and contrast the various folktales.   

 

Teacher Tip:  Bind all folktales to display in the classroom or in the schoolõs library / 

media center. 

 

 Theme 2: POWER 

 

Discussion (pre-performance) in groups of 5 
ü What is the greatest power in the world? 

ü List your groupõs answer(s) on a piece of paper.  

ü Join another group and share, compare, contrast all answers.  

  

Discussion  (post-performance) in groups of 3 
ü At the end of the musical, who wins the contest and is named Prime Minister? 

ü What power is selected as the greatest in the world? 

ü Name four other powers from the musical that did not win the contest? 

ü As a class, share, compare, and contrast the answers to these three questions.  

 

Teacher Tip : 

At the end of the story, we discover that the greatest power is the gift of life.  

Key lesson:  òSometimes you must follow the heart of wisdom even when the crowd says 

otherwise.ó  

 

Research on your own 
ü Using the Internet or another literary source, define the words intrinsic and extrinsic.  

 

Discussion in groups of 3-5 

The Power of Chi  

The Asian concept of Chi in Chinese and Ki in Japanese is much discussed in disciplines such 

as Tai Chi, acupuncture, martial arts, and so on.  Usually, Chi is described in supernatural 

terms: as a force that cannot be measured by modern science, but that Asians firmly believe 

to exist.  In the Chinese culture, Chi is called the life force.  It is believed that Chi energy exists 

in our environment, and links us to all forms of life.  Chi blockage, on the other hand, can be 

traced to the root of all problems, imbalances, and diseases. The flow of Chi energy 

nourishes the human spirit and gives us the ability to concentrate; itõs the basis of creativity, 

and the healing energy of our body.  Chi is the force of nature that moves in invisible 

currents and healing pathways through all matter.  Chi connects everything.  The primordial 

Chi force of nature creates mountains, governs the ocean currents, flow of rivers, and 

weather patterns.  Chi force gives trees their uprightness and their diversity in branching 

toward the sky.  The movement of Chi can be seen in molecules, elements, the landscape, 

and within the human body this life force circulates through Chi energy channels called 
meridians. 

ü After defining the words intrinsic and extrinsic, discuss whether or not Chi is an intrinsic 

or extrinsic power?  Why or why not? 
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Research & Activity in groups of 4 

 

Teacher Preparation : This is a fun activity to help your students learn the definition of each of 

their names, then discover the meaning of the character names used in THE MAGIC POT, 

and associate or classify possible powers to each name.  In preparation you will need to visit 

www.zelo.com and type in the name of each of your students.   
 
ü Place your studentsõ names in one column and their meanings in another column.   
ü Have your students match the names to the definition that they think fits. 
ü Based on the matching definition, ask students to create an inner (intrinsic) or outer 

(extrinsic) power that relates to their names.  
ü In the chart below, guess the meaning of each selected character name from òTHE 

MAGIC POT: Three Tales From China.ó Students should draw a line from the name in 

Column 1 to the definition they think is correct in Column A.  Note: The meaning of 

the names gives a key to each character. 
ü What intrinsic or extrinsic power do you think each of these characters possess?  
ü Share, compare, and contrast your groupõs answers with the rest of the class. 

 
Column 1 Column A 
1. Feng  A. Building the army  
2. Aiguo (Ah -ee -gwo)  B. Black Jade  
3. Jian Jun (Jee -ahn jun)  C. Fragrant  
4. Han (Rhymes with ôdon.ó D. Sharp Blade  
5. Ming Yu  E. Gold  
6. Dai Yu (Dah -ee You)  F. Patriotic  
7. Bi Yu (Bee-you)  G. Bright Jade  
8. Fenfang (Fen -fahng)  H. Precious Jasper  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Activity (pre-performance) as a class 

 

Teacher Preparation :  Write different occupations on several different pieces of paper.  

Occupations should be very diverse (e.g., from President to Janitor; King to Jester; Prime 

Minister to Gardener) and should be ranked from high to low in status.    

 

ü Students stand in a line.  

ü Tape the piece of paper (with an occupation written on it) to the studentsõ backs so 

that they cannot see their own occupation but others can see.   

ü Ask students to walk around the room and look at each otherõs occupation. 

ü Students should talk to the other students as if they hold the professional role/position 

that has been taped onto their backs.  

ü Students cannot tell each other what their assigned occupation is.   

ü Once a person knows what his/her occupation is s/he will assume that role and help 

others guess their occupation. Note: Make sure oneõs occupation is not spoken out 

loud before it is guessed.  
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Example : 

John is a doctor.  Other students might talk to him about a pain in their arm or that they are 

sick and need his help.  Once John figures out that other people are coming to him for 

medical help he might guess that he is a doctor.  If the guess is correct, he will assume the 

role of his assigned occupation.  He will then help other guess their roles. 

 

ü Once all students have discovered their occupations, ask them to lineup in silence in 

rank order from highest to lowest. 

 

Example : 

A doctor will likely be ranked higher than a gardener.   

 

Teacher Tip :  It is up to the students to decide where they feel they rank; there is no right or 

wrong answer.  When there is a group consensus, the Teacher will then ask the students to 

remove their occupation from their back and read it out loud by rank. 

 

Research  in groups of 2 
ü Using the Internet or another literary source, define the word stereotype.  

 

Discussion  as a class 

ü Sit in a circle. 

ü Discuss why each occupation was ranked the way it was.  Does a person with a 

higher-ranking occupation also hold higher power?  Why or why not?  Describe the 

level of power associated with high and low ranking occupations.   

ü Discuss the positive and negative stereotypes that are associated with each 

occupation.   

ü How did you feel when you found out your assigned occupation?  

ü What were some of the helpful clues you received from your fellow students in 

discovering your occupation?    

 

Activity (post-performance) as a class 

 

Teacher Preparation : Prepare in the same way as the pre-performance activity but instead 

of using the previous selection of occupations, use specific character roles from òTHE MAGIC 

POT: Three Tale From China.ó Character roles could include but are not limited to Emperor, 

Gardener, Soldier, Child, Wise Uncle, etc. 

 

ü Repeat the same steps as in the pre-performance activity.  

ü Once all students have correctly guessed their character, students will silently lineup 

in rank order from highest to lowest. 

ü When there is a group consensus, the Teacher will then ask students to remove their 

character roles from their back and read it out loud by rank. 

 

Discussion as a class 

ü Which characters in òTHE MAGIC POT: Three Tales From Chinaó have the most power 

and which ones have the least power? 

ü Are any of the characters in THE MAGIC POT portrayed as stereotypes?  

ü If so, are these stereotypes positive, negative, or both? 

ü Can you relate to any of the characters in the musical?  Why or why not?   
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Theme 3: TRUST & TRANSFORMATION  

 

Introductory Activity in groups of 10 or more 
ü Stand in a circle. 

ü Start activity by creating a simple physical gesture. 

ü Pass the gesture to the right of the circle.  

ü The person to the right must mirror exactly the same gesture given and then pass it to 

his/her right to the next person. 

ü Let the gesture pass around the circle 3x.  

ü Even though the aim is to mirror exactly the gesture given, notice how the gesture 

naturally changes.  

ü A volunteer starts a new gesture. 

ü Pass this gesture to the left of the circle.  

ü The person to the left must mirror exactly the same gesture given.  

ü Continue to pass the gesture left around the circle 3x.  

ü Again, notice if the starting gesture changes.  If so, how?   

ü If we are mirroring exactly what we are given, why do you think the gesture changes 

or transforms into a new or different version? 

ü Do you think change is natural?  Why or why not? 

 

The lyrics and lines below explore the concepts of:   
ü ôKnowing the unknownõ  

ü Taking risks 

ü The importance of being present, and  

ü Enjoying the moment 

 

From the song lyrics to òThe Journey Beginsó  

THE JOURNEY BEGINS, 

 

SHOULD I BE SCARED? 

AM I PREPARED? 

THE JOURNEY BEGINS! 

 

WEõLL NEVER KNOW 

UNTIL WE GOé 

THE JOURNEY BEGINS! 

 

 

òThis is the time: a change in my life! You have to decideé make up your mind and let the 

journey begin!ó 

  

Mei Lin:  How to see what is unseen?  No matter what I say, they laugh at me. 

Elder: So let them laugh!  You are following your heart, and the heart has its own 

time.  You will know.  

Mei Lin: I canõt show my heart to the emperor! 

Elder: Youõll know when the time is right.  Hush your worries now, and enjoy this 

beautiful morning.  
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Discussion on your own 

Contemplate the following questions: 
ü When has there been an important change in your life?   

ü What were the circumstances? 

ü How did you prepare and deal with the situation? 

ü What was the outcome? 

 

Research & Discussion  in groups of 2  
ü Using the Internet or another literary source, find out what the word metaphor means.  

ü What do you think the quote below means? 

ü What is the metaphor? 

ü Share your findings with the class.  

 

òRunning a country is like keeping a garden, Chain.  Some weeds must be pulled; others 

must be nurtured, and protected.  Yes, Chain, I love nature.  Therefore, Iõll let the flowers 

decide!ó  

 

In scene 4 of òTHE MAGIC POT: Three Tales From China,ó the following idea is explored: 

If we reach inside ourselves, we have the ability to open ourselves and give back to others, 

which in turn will yield a rewarding, full life. 

In other words, do the work (e.g., ôtoil the soilõ) and you will reap the rewards of your hard 

work.    

 

òBut the seed is what grows. The seed becomes the flower and the flower smells so sweet.ó  
ü Metaphorically speaking, what does the seed represent?   

ü What does the flower represent?   

ü Why does it smell sweet?   

ü Have you gone through a transformation, or know another story about transforming? 

ü Join another group and share, compare, contrast your ideas.  

 

Research  in groups of 2 
ü Using the Internet or another literary source, research some things about the lotus 

flower.  

ü What are some unique aspects of this flower?   

ü What do you think the lotus flower represents in òTHE MAGIC POT: Three Tales From 

Chinaó and how does it pertain to the storyõs message? 

ü Share your findings with the class.  

 

Discussion  in groups of 4  
ü What values are revealed in the following lines and what lessons can we learn?  

Emperor: Yes.  It seems funny.  Until you remember, you must listen to the clues, I give!  I 

didnõt ask for your finest flower; I asked for you to show me your best.  How 

everyone else grew all these wonderful flowers, I can only imagine, for the 

seeds we gave you, welléthey were cooked!  Werenõt they, Cook Chain? 
 

Emperor:  éand so, with our little contest, we have found one who is honest.  And of all 

the things that grow in our kingdom, thatõs what we want most.  Young 

Chuan came to me with the empty truth.  That is true courage, worthy of 

being an emperor.  
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Elder: If you tell the truth, you never need to remember what you said. 

 So you see, Chuan came to Royal Square with the empty truth.  And now he 

is our emperor.  He listened to his heart.  

 
ü What does it mean when the emperor and elder talk about the òempty truthó? 

ü Join another group of 4 and share, compare, contrast all answers.  

 

Discussion in groups of 5 
ü Read the lines below from the script of òTHE MAGIC POT: Three Tales From China.ó 

  

Elder:  Ah!  You have woken up. 

Mei Lin: Oh, what a dream I had! 

Elder:  Indeed. 

Mei Lin: The more I got the more I wanted, Uncle.  Oh, how quickly I became 

someone I would despise!   

Elder:  Impossible! 

Mei Lin: I saw everybody fight for their own wayéto get what only they wanted.  

What we think matters, doesnõt.  Because might, technology, money, even 

beauty, can turn ugly if not kept in check.  

How to bring together all those who think they are separate?  How to share 

the best of what each can give?  What unites us even with our separate 

ways?  That must be the greatest power!  But how to show that in the 

parade? 

 
ü What does Mei Lin learn from her dream?   

ü Share, compare and contrast ideas with the class.  

 

Activity on your own 

Read the following line from the musical: 

òWith the right inventions, all the problems of the world could be solved.ó   
ü Do you agree with this?   

ü What is an invention you can think of that would solve everyday problems? 

ü Draw a picture or write a brief explanation on an invention that could solve an 

everyday problem.  

ü Create a way to òselló your invention like a pitchman. 

ü As a class share drawings, written explanations, and various ôpitchesõ.  

ü Extension : In a groups of 2-4, create a òcommercialó or skit where you outline a 

problem that your invention can solve.  For example: What would everyday life be 

like without commonly used technologies such as cell phones, laptops, GPS, etc.? 

 

Discussion  in groups of 2 
ü Think about life without your or your partnerõs invention.  Would it really be that 

difficult or different?   

ü How does Mei Ling feel about inventions and technology after she realizes that they 

can òturn ugly when not kept in check?ó 

ü Do you think, òTechnologies fix but create new woesó? 

Share your ideas with the rest of the class.  How do your ideas compare and contrast with 

others?  
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Research & Activity  in groups of 3 

 
ü Using the Internet or another literary source, find the definition for virtue and vice. 

ü Define the following words, which can all be associated to the òTHE MAGIC POT: 

Three Tales From Chinaó:  

acceptance, anger, assertiveness, awareness, balance, charity, caution, 

commitment, compassion, confidence, diligence, enthusiasm, envy, fairness, 

forgiveness, gratitude, greed, patience, and pride. 

ü Complete the chart below by writing the definition of each word from the above list; 

identifying which words are virtues and/or vices; and explaining how each word may 

or may not transform or change us. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Word + definition  Is it a vice?  

(Yes or No)  

Is it a virtue?  

(Yes or No)  

Can this word 

change us?  If so, 

how?  

Acceptance: the act 

of taking or receiving 

something offered 

No Yes  Byé 
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Additional discussion points based on  
quotes from òTHE MAGIC POT: Three Tales From Chinaó 

 

òYouõll know when the time is right. Hush your worries now, and enjoy this beautiful morning.ó  
ü There is great benefit staying present and living in the moment.  Do you agree or 

disagree?  Why or why not?  

 

òYouõve done your best, so thatõs what you show.ó  
ü What does the line above mean?  

ü If youõve done your very best, no matter what the results, do you think itõs worthy?   

Why or why not?  

 

 

Mei Lin:  òWell, we are friends.  That doesnõt mean we need to agree on everything, does it?  

Maybe friendship is the greatest power!  OréI donõt know.ó  
ü Throughout the story, Mei Lin takes her time to think and feel her way through the 

contest by exploring possible solutions to the quest.  Through Mei Linõs actions, we are 

reminded that patience is a virtue; that sometimes being the fastest isnõt always the 

best.   

ü Can you think of examples in your life where taking extra time and really thinking 

through a situation has paid off?    

ü Explain in writing or tell someone about a situation when the extra time and thought 

paid off.  
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BLOCKING: The actorõs movement on stage is known as 

òblocking.ó The Stage Manager writes the blocking 

notation into the Prompt Script. 

 

 BLACK BOX THEATER: The interiors of most black box 

theaters are painted black. The absence of color gives 

the audience a sense of "anyplace" and allows 

flexibility from play to play or from scene to scene. 

Since almost any open space in any building can be 

transformed into a black box, the popularity and 

appeal for theater companies to use this type of 

performance space is high. 

 

 COSTUME: Anything that an actor wears on stage is 

referred to as a costume. The Wardrobe department 

(the department responsible for creating costumes) 

provides clothes, shoes, hats, and any personal 

accessories such as umbrellas, purses and eyeglasses. 

 

CYCLORAMA:  A curved wall or drop at the back of a 

stage, used for creating an illusion of unlimited space 

or distance in the background of exterior scenes or for 

obtaining lighting effects. 

 

 DROP: A drop is a large piece of painted canvas that is  

òflown inó by the flyman (see FLYMAN). 
 

 DIRECTOR: The person who guides the actors during 

the rehearsal period as they stage the play. The 

director is responsible for presenting a unified vision of 

the play to the audience. 

 

 DESIGNER: The people who work with the director to 

decide what the production will look like. Designers 

must choose the color, shape and texture of everything 

you see on the stage. There are several areas that 

need to have designers: costumes, set, lighting and 

sometimes sound. The designers work very closely with 

the director to create the environment in which the 

play will take place. 

 

 FLYMAN: The person responsible for the manipulation 

of the scenery which is in the fly gallery (the space 

above the stage). The scenery is manipulated by ropes 

attached to a counterweight system. 

 

 GREEN ROOM: The green room, usually near the 

entrance to the stage, is where the actors & crew sit 

while waiting for their turn to go on stage.  

 

 HEAD OF WARDROBE: Responsible for the day-to-day 

running of the wardrobe department and for unifying 

all aspects of production. For example, the head of 

wardrobe oversees the budget, tailoring (including the 

cutters, first-hands, seamstresses, dyers, etc.), 

accessories, and millinery. 

A GLOSSARY OF SELECT TERMS & CAREERS IN THE THEATER 
  
 ORCHESTRA PIT: The orchestra pit is the place where 

the musicians perform during a musical. Usually the 

orchestra pit is between the front row of the audience 

& the stage. In Wide Awake Jake , the pit is located on  

stage left in Jakeõs house.  

 

PROPS: A property or òpropó is anything that the 

audience sees that is not worn by an actor & is not a 

structural part of the set such as: food eaten during a 

play, dishes, briefcases, books, pens, telephones, 

curtains & anything else you can imagine. 

 

PROPS MASTER: The person who buys items that will be 

used or adapted to become props. Props masters also 

purchase the raw material used to build props. 

 

 PROSCENIUM: A term describing the physical 

characteristics of a theater. A proscenium theater is 

one in which the audience & the actors are separated 

by a picture-frame opening that the audience looks 

through to see the actors. Surrounding this opening is 
the PROSCENIUM ARCH. If there is an acting area on 

the audience side of the proscenium arch, it is referred 

to as the APRON. 

 

 SCENIC ARTIST: The people who are responsible for 

painting & decorating the surfaces of the set. Some of 

the techniques they use include: wood graining, 

stenciling, marbling & brickwork. They also paint the 

drops & scrims that are flown in. 

 

 SCRIM: A scrim is a piece of gauze that is painted and 

used as part of the scenery. When a scrim is lit from in 

front it is opaque, you cannot see through it. When a 

scrim is lit from behind it is transparent, you can see 

through it. This allows for many different visual effects to 

be created by the lighting & set designers. 

 

 STAGE CREW: The people who ensure that everything 

runs smoothly on stage during a performance. The 

stage crew are responsible for changing the sets 

between scenes & acts. 

 

 STAGE MANAGER: The person who makes sure that all 

rehearsals & performances run smoothly. During a 

performance the stage manager also makes sure that 

all of the technical elements (e.g., lights, sound, 

curtains flying in and out) happen at exactly the right 

time. 

 

 TECHNICAL DIRECTOR: The person who is responsible for 

coordinating all of the technical elements of a 

production. Technical directors work with the people 

who build the sets, props, costumes, wigs & special 

effects to make sure that everything runs smoothly. 

 

 THRUST STAGE: A thrust stage is a stage that is 

surrounded on three sides by the audience. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


